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From Library Journal An update of Salem Press's 1987 title Critical Survey of Literary Theory, this completely revised
and expanded edition isavery useful and in-depth resource. The two-volume set includes 375 entries on both Western
and non-Western literary traditions, from the start of criticism with the Greeks through postmodernism. Varying in
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length from a couple of long paragraphs to several pages, the entries are of four different types: on individuals, surveys
of literary periods, essays on critical theories, and definitions of key concepts. The entries on individuals, such as
Roland Barthes and Jacques Derrida, investigate in detail the critic's thinking and influence. The surveys of literary
periods cover different schools or time periods, including 20th-century French, British, and American theory. The
criticism essays explain 28 different schools such as reader-response and semiotics, while terms covered in the short-
definitions sections range from the surreal to the pastoral. More extensive in scope (both in geographical range and
time periods) than other like references, this work will serve students and reference librarians well. Highly
recommended for academic libraries.-Neal Wyatt, Chesterfield Cty. P.L., Richmond, VA Copyright 2000 Reed
Business Information, Inc. "Murray is unique in scope and a worthy addition to academic reference collections.”-
"Choice, May 2000 "This two-volume text provides a clear, wide ranging and authoritative guide to Western literary
theory and criticism past and present.”-"Reference and Research Book News "Takes its place as the key reference
source on literary theory, theoreticians, critics, and criticism. Recommended for academic and large public libraries.”-
"Booklist/RBB "More extensive in scope (both in geographical rage and time periods) than other like references, this
work will serve students and reference librarians well. Highly recommended for academic libraries."-"Library Journal
(Starred review)



