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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of Post-
Colonial Literatures in English (2 Volumes) (Routledge Reference): 

Post-Colonial Literatures in English, together with English Literature and American Literature, form one of the three 
major groupings of literature in English, and, as such, are widely studied around the world. Their significance derives 
from the richness and variety of experience which they reflect. In two volumes, this "Encyclopedia documents the 
history and development of this body of work and includes original research relating to the literatures of some 50 
countries and territories. In "more than 1,600 entries written by "more than 600 internationally recognized scholars, it 
explores the effect of the colonial and post-colonial experience on literatures in English worldwide. The StructureThe 
"Encyclopedia is alphabetically organized and includes three major categories of survey: national entries, which trace 
the literary and cultural development of a country in terms of its geography, history, economy, and politics; 
majorsubject and genre entries, which provide a historic perspective on the trends and currents of literary activity in 
different countries; and biographical and critical entries on individual authors. Special Features* More than 50 
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countries and regions are covered in "more than 1,600 entries by "more than 600 scholars* Led by a prestigious 
editorial board, a team of national and regional editors has identified and commissioned entries in each country/area* 
The comparative nature of entries allows the literature of one country to be interpreted in relation to that of another* 
Suggestions for further reading* Clearly and incisively written to combine information, interpretation and comparison 
in language that is concise andjargon-free* Comprehensive index to writers, subjects and works

From Library JournalThis encyclopedia loosely refers to writing affected by the process of colonization. Bangladesh, 
Canada, Hong Kong, India, Malta, and Sri Lanka are only a few of the countries included. While there are other works 
on individual countries and types of literature, such as the Oxford Companion to Canadian Theater (Oxford Univ. Pr., 
1989) or the Reference Guide to Short Fiction (St. James, 1993), no major source compares regarding number of 
countries or areas of literature covered. Individual writers, national literary developments, and major genres that 
provide a cross-cultural view are all assessed. Entries on individuals include a short identifier, coverage of works, and 
biography, and for most a brief bibliography that makes further exploration of little-known authors easier. The entries 
on the national literary movements and the genres are lengthy and include a bibliography. All entries are signed. With 
the growing multicultural emphasis on literature, this work is a welcome and needed source. Highly recommended for 
all undergraduate collections.Neal Wyatt, Mary Washington Coll. Lib., Fredericksburg, Va.Copyright 1994 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. "'...a literary and organizational achievement that will support cirricular trends at most 
campuses...Cross references and a full, text-generated index are a user's delight. Strongly recommended for all 
libraries with literature collections.'."-Choice, February 1995 "With the growing multicultural emphasis on literature, 
this work is a welcome and needed source. Highly recommended for all undergraduate colleges."-Library Journal, 
October 15, 1994 ..."This major work should find a place in academic and research library collections...."-American 
Reference Books Annual, 1995 ..."a comprehensive, reliable and up-to-date compendium...The "EPCLE is certain to 
be an invaluable and standard reference resource for at least the next decade in the field of post-colonial literary 
studies."-World Literature Today, Winter 1996About the AuthorEugene Benson and Leonard Conolly are both at the 
University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada. 


