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Bruce Fogle : Encyclopedia of the Dog  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Encyclopedia of the Dog: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent pictures and contentBy T. BruntonI am very pleased with 
the content and the pictures. It does cover a number of the majority of breeds that are out there today. As far as I am 
aware there is no book that covers all of the breeds including recent "designer dogs" which is why I have more than 
one book. This is one of my two go-to favorites now.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good infoBy 
elaineThere are so many books like this. I really like this one more than many others I have purchased. Lots of good 
pictures, goes way beyond the usual basic information. And bonus: so many breeds I'd never even seen pictures of or 
heard of before, that was fun.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerA great, 
informative book for the dog lover.
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Contains the history of dogs; a photographic guide to more than four hundred breeds; illustrated information on the 
dog in folklore, art, literature, sports, and films; an explanation of canine behavior; and advice on choosing the right 
sort of dog.

.com There are few activities more utterly appealing and delightful to the avid dog fan than ogling a glossy, picture-
filled dog encyclopedia. Perhaps you're a dog owner wannabe, reading up on your options in case your parents or 
landlord or spouse were to suddenly give the go-ahead. Or maybe you already have a dog and want to revel in every 
word devoted to her breed. Or you're the kind of dogophile that takes pleasure in everything dog-related, and a coffee-
table book devoted to dogs is just the ticket to soothe your nerves after a hard day. More than 400 breeds are profiled 
here, including far more international varieties than many a dog-breed book. Alongside the oft-seen German 
Shepherds and Great Danes, you'll find profiles of Pudelpointers and Groenendaels, Portuguese Watchdogs and 
Karabashes, Tibetan Mastiffs and Danish Chicken Dogs. And while the profiles are short--generally a half to a full 
page of pictures and text--each is accompanied by a series of icons that indicate important traits, such as whether or 
not the breed tends to be good with children, suitable for urban living, or good watchdogs, and whether it requires a lot 
of exercise or grooming, gets on well with other dogs, and is easy to obedience train. "Domestic Dog Breeds," 
however, is but one chapter among six. The encyclopedia tracks the evolution of the dog, and does a beautiful job of 
explaining and illustrating the dog's body and systems, from skeleton and musculature to organs and coat variations. 
There's a worthwhile chapter on canine society and psychology that covers courtship and mating as well as integral 
concepts such as the dog pack, aggression, and affection. The encyclopedia also traces people's interest in dogs, from 
early domestication through folklore, film, art, and advertising to dogs in sports, in work, and as companions. And 
finally, there's a chapter on how to care for a dog, with advice on choosing a dog, nutrition, grooming, and behavioral 
problems. In short, Fogle's encyclopedia is a fine book for dog owners to rely on and a beautiful book for soon-to-be 
dog owners to dream on. --Stephanie GoldFrom Library JournalHere are two exceptional new titles in the dog 
encyclopedia category. Superb illustrations of every conceivable common and uncommon breed are the main focus of 
these books, designed to take the reader on a photographic tour of the dog world. Fogle (ASPCA Complete Dog Care 
Manual, LJ 6/1/93; The Dog's Mind, LJ 12/92) is an acknowledged animal behavior expert. Because of his vast 
experience as a practicing veterinarian, Fogle is able to provide his readers with more practical insight. His book 
includes brief but informative sections on the development and evolution of the dog, dogs and humans (i.e., folklore, 
art, sports), structure and physiology, communication and behavior, and care (health, feeding, grooming, travel, and 
behavior problems). Readers wanting further information are referred to Fogle's other books for more details. As 
expected, the sections on the various breeds dominate. The categories chosen are admittedly arbitrary and unlike those 
used in similar titles: primitive, sight hounds, scent hounds, spitz type, terrier, gundog, livestock, companion, and 
random bred. Multiple outstanding photographs accompany half-page to full-page descriptions of the over 400 breeds 
featured. Legacy of the Dog covers fewer breeds (about 200) but is better organized. The table of contents lists seven 
standard categories (herding, working, sporting, hound, terrier, toy, nonsporting) and an alphabetical list of the breeds 
included in each category. There is a brief discussion of the history of domestic dogs, which include the characteristics 
of the groups chosen. Group charts display all the breeds listed in each group, making comparison very easy. Most 
breeds have a double-page spread with exceptional photographs (taken by the author over a three-year period) and 
very brief descriptions. Since Yamazaki is a photographer and not a vet, his book's emphasis is obviously on 
photography. One also questions some of Yamazaki's observations on the breeds themselves. For example, in a 
discussion of Border Collies, he remarks that "it is also well suited as a household pet," a statement that Fogle 
disputes. Both titles are highly recommended for the quality and quantity of photos. However, Fogle may be more 
accurate in his observations, and if you can purchase only one title, it should be his.?Edell Marie Schaefer, Brookfield 
P.L., Brookfield, Wis.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThe cover claims that this is "the 
most comprehensive illustrated guide to the canine world, featuring more than 400 breeds and varieties." Introductory 
chapters cover dog history, their relationships with humans, physiology, socialization, and care. By far the longest and 
most valuable part of the book is the section on dog breeds, which is more than 200 pages and describes more than 400 
types (not necessarily AKC-recognized). Breeds are organized in an international standard classification using eight 
categories based on physical characteristics, origin, and behavior.Each entry has at least two or three large, clear 
photos (full face and side view of the whole body), with up to six shots to illustrate particular features ("dark-
pigmented lower lips droop naturally" on a golden retriever). Text is concise; just a paragraph on breed history and 
then a few sentences describing highlights such as the dog's geographic limits or how to distinguish it from similar 
breeds. The "Key Facts" box for each summarizes the breed's country and date of origin, its first use (puffin hunting, 
sheep herding, farm ratting) and use today (companion, watchdog, gundog), life expectancy, other names, and height 
and weight ranges. Coat-color boxes as well as graphic symbols provide information on appearance, obedience 
training, exercise, and grooming requirements; suitability for homes with children and other animals; and climatic 
extremes.The book is as visually appealing as other Dorling-Kindersley titles, such as The Encyclopedia of the Horse 
[RBB D 1 94]. Coverage with much more text, but far fewer illustrations, and emphasizing AKC criteria and 



competition may be found in T.F.H.'s Atlas of Dog Breeds (1989) and AKC's Complete Dog Book (1992).With so 
much information packed into an easy-to-use format, minor weaknesses can be overlooked. For example, popular 
names are rarely indexed (the continental toy spaniel is not listed for papillon or phalene), and the text is occasionally 
repetitive. However, this will be a useful reference and browsing volume for most public and school libraries. 


