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Bill Amend : Encyclopedias Brown and White: A FoxTrot Collection  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedias Brown and White: A FoxTrot Collection: 

4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Amend Does It Again!By A CustomerThe actual stealing of Phobe's 
notebook, the inept investigations by Jason and Marcus, the final everybody accuses everybody, and the revelation that 
Eugene is guilty combine to make this book worth five Quincys. (I do deplore the fact that Amend has reduced the 
number of cartoons per book, however).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Sitcom-style comic strip too 
over-the-top to be particularly funnyBy Kenya StarflightThough I don't normally read the newspaper "funny pages," 
there are a few newspaper comics I particularly like and even love -- Bill Watterson's "Calvin and Hobbes," Gary 
Larson's "The Far Side," and even Jim Davis' "Garfield" on occasion. I confess, however, that until I found this 
collection in our local library I wasn't very familiar with Bill Amend's "FoxTrot" comic. I had seen a few strips of it 
shared on message boards, however, and knew it was an occasional source of geek humor, which I felt I can identify 
with. And the art style, while a little weird, seemed quirky and eye-catching. So I figured "why not?" and gave the 
book a flip-through.In the end, the comic failed to appeal to me. It's not a terrible comic, but it's certainly nothing 
groundbreaking or wonderful. It's pretty much the comic-strip equivalent of a sitcom, with over-the-top suburban-
family humor and not much else."FoxTrot" focuses on the Fox family -- Roger, a typical bumbling white-collar-
worker father; Andy, a stay-at-home mom obsessed with health food and disgusted with video games; Peter, the 
slacker teenager with a bottomless stomach; Paige, an air-headed teen girl who loves shopping and boys; and Jason, 
the geeky genius little brother who loves picking on his siblings and doting on his pet iguana Quincy. For the most part 
the strip gets its jokes and storylines from playing on and/or exaggerating the family dynamic. There's a few strips 
based on Roger's (vaguely defined) job, and once in awhile some nerd-oriented humor coming from Jason, mostly 
centered on whatever popular sci-fi or comic book movie is coming out soon but once in awhile delving into 
computer/video games or higher mathematics. Think of it as your typical family sitcom, with a bit of "Big Bang 
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Theory" mixed in to appeal to the geek crowd.I think the biggest drawback with this strip is that the creator 
exaggerates EVERYTHING for the sake of humor, to the point where nothing feels realistic. Yes, humor can and 
frequently is derived from exaggeration, but quite often "FoxTrot's" tendency to go over the top in every aspect makes 
it seem far more ridiculous than humorous. Yes, I can buy that Jason is bright for his age -- no, I don't find myself 
chuckling when he finishes a difficult math final in under five seconds. Yes, I can buy that Peter is a typical big-eater 
teenager -- no, I don't do much more than roll my eyes when he single-handedly (single-mouthedly?) causes an all-you-
can-eat buffet to run out of food. Yes, I can believe that Andy finds certain things on the Internet repugnant -- no, I 
don't buy that any mother, no matter how disgusted she is with what her kids find online, will dose a modem in 
disinfectant. "Zits" knows when to use exaggeration to good comedic effect, but it also knows when to stay grounded 
in reality and keep events a bit more realistic. "FoxTrot" goes over the top too many times for me to find the characters 
remotely relatable, and when everything is played up to eleven, it gets hard to find anything particularly funny.The art 
style is rather weird as well. Yes, every artist has their own style, and I don't expect every comic strip out there to have 
the exact same visual style (one of the problems I have with most manga is that too often it all looks the same). But the 
characters of "FoxTrot" look so wacky as to look almost alien -- constantly bugged-out eyes, prominent muzzles in 
place of mouths and chins, spindly limbs, etc. Backgrounds and other in-frame objects are rendered quite simplistic-ly, 
sometimes to the point where it's difficult to make out what a particular object is. And maybe I've been spoiled by 
"Calvin and Hobbes," which often took daring chances artistically and was never afraid to push the boundaries of what 
newspaper comics could do, but it feels like Bill Amend does little to nothing to try to make his comic visually 
appealing.As for the nerd jokes... most of them don't do a whole lot for me, a self-professed geek/nerd. Every once in 
awhile there'll be a particularly clever one, but for the most part they just seem to be "ha ha, look at how nerdy Jason 
is, aren't nerds weird?" I don't know if Bill Amend is something of a geek himself and is poking fun at himself, or if he 
sees nerds as an acceptable target, but most of his geek jokes just aren't very funny.While not a terrible comic, 
"FoxTrot" just doesn't "do it" for me. I won't seek out further collections of the comic, and will probably stick to 
"Calvin and Hobbes" for my comic-strip archive binging. Sorry, Mr. Amend.12 of 12 people found the following 
review helpful. "If you're in a jam, call JAM." An Excellent CollectionBy Michael CraneWhenever I am down or am 
just having the worst day in the world, I usually need to read or watch something funny. A lot of times I read comics 
like Calvin and Hobbes and FoxTrot. FoxTrot is always funny and is able to get more than a laugh or two out of me. 
Here is another excellent FoxTrot collection by the great Bill Amend; "Encyclopedias Brown and White."There's more 
chaos and insanity going on in the Fox household than ever before. Jason is aggravating his sister, Paige, Roger is 
driving his wife up the wall, and Peter is eating just about anything he can get his hands on. They are still just as 
outrageous as ever and can still surprise us even when we think they can't do any better.Some of the stuff you will find 
in this collection:*Peter's cell phone*Detectives Jason and Marcus tries to solve a crime*Roger and his homemade 
wine*Paige's Robo-Pup*Varsity e-football (wha?)*Nosecracker dreams, and much more!I found this collection of 
FoxTrot comics to be extremely funny and entertaining. Amend never ceases to be funny and is always looking for 
something new and clever to write. These collections are also very easy to read over and over again, without it losing 
any of it's humor. Jason driving his sister insane is always fun to see!So if you love FoxTrot, then "Encyclopedias 
Brown and White" is the one for you. Filled with witty humor, outrageous situations, and memorable lines, this is a 
great read for anyone who's looking for a little humor and entertainment.

FoxTrot cartoonist Bill Amend once again proves his knack for finding humor in everyday family life with his latest 
collection, Encyclopedias Brown and White. Not that any more proof needs to be offered. After all, more than 1,000 
newspapers worldwide publish FoxTrot, and there are over two million copies of the strip's books in circulation. 
Encyclopedias Brown and White is the latest saga of the funny and frantic Fox family-composed of parents Roger and 
Andy, their two ego-centric teenagers Peter and Paige, 10-year old brainiac Jason, and pet iguana Quincy. The title 
plot finds Jason and Marcus donning detective hats in order to track down Phoebe's missing camp journal and clear 
their names. Wading through its funny 128 pages, long-time and new readers alike will gain a full appreciation for 
why fans have been raving about the strip for years.

About the AuthorBill Amend is a graduate of Amherst College with a degree in physics. His comic strip, FoxTrot, 
debuted April 10, 1988, and has spawned 21 best-selling book collections. Amend lives in the Midwest. 


