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Dutch is a West Germanic language that is spoken in the European Union by about 23 million people as a first 
languageincluding most of the population of the Netherlands and about sixty percent that of Belgiumand by another 5 
million as a second language. It is the third most widely spoken Germanic language, after German and English. Dutch 
is the native language of the majority of the population of Suriname, and also holds official status in Aruba, Curaao 
and Sint Maarten, which are constituent countries of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Historical minorities on the 
verge of extinction remain in parts of France and Germany, and in Indonesia, while up to half a million native speakers 
may reside in the United States, Canada and Australia combined. The Cape Dutch dialects of Southern Africa have 
evolved into Afrikaans, a mutually intelligible daughter language which is spoken to some degree by at least 16 
million people, mainly in South Africa and Namibia. Dutch is one of the closest relatives of both German and English 
and is said to be roughly in between them. This English / Dutch Dictionary contains 23,000 word pairs in each 
language along with the part of speech. It is based on our Words R Us Wordnet implementation which allows pairing 
with many languages.
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