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A. C. Madan : English-Swahili Dictionary  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised English-Swahili Dictionary: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The dictionary is great as a book for ''swahili sanifu'' iBy 
CustomerThe dictionary is great as a book for ''swahili sanifu'' i.e., written official swahili, however many words 
would be considered outdated by modern standards, and I believe the author should update the book to suit foreign 
learners or keep up with the changing phases of Swahili. Modern Swahili has also borrowed hundreds of English 
words and ''swahilified'' them, so to speak. The author should also mention where words have a Mijikenda, [or East 
African coastal origin], not just the Arab and Persian. I believe that about 60% of the words are of African origin.2 of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1514261235


2 people found the following review helpful. Good dictionary, but...By JeanneI like the dictionary and felt it was 
reasonably comprehensive, but it is limited by when it was published. One can find most words used in the early 
1900's, but it doesn't have any modern terms, or even reasonably modern. If all you want is the basics, it hasthose. The 
printing is not especially sharp, but I didn't find anything to be unreadable. It does do well as a dictionary on its own 
terms, containing various usages for each word, as well as displaying the origin of the word if it is not from the 
original language (i.e. Arabic, Persian, etc.) It gets only four stars because it is not as useful as a good modern 
dictionary would be.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. and page 436 is totally illegible as a 
consequence of a bad scan. Page 437 is a little blurredBy O.Scanned from an earlier printing, it seems, and page 436 is 
totally illegible as a consequence of a bad scan. Page 437 is a little blurred. Otherwise, pretty nice for a book from 
1901!
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