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Amy Burnham, Dan Kaufman : Essays That Will Get You Into College  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Essays That Will Get You Into College: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Not that usefulBy Anna CThis book could be split into two parts: 
instructions on how to write an essay and sample essays. The instructions for essay writing were extremely useful. 
However, I had a few problems with the sample essays. Currently, 500 words is set as the limit for college essays. I 
believe the Common App actually cuts you off if you go over 500. Supplemental essays aren't quite as strict, but I just 
read a long lecture from Yale about how going over the word limit is disrespectful and inconsiderate. The Number 
essay in this book, the one they tout as the greatest essay pretty much ever, is probably four or five times longer than 
the limit. I'd say at least 3,000 words. That means their prime gems are absolutely useless for students trying to write a 
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college essay and can't go off on long tangents. The book does feature shorter essays in its top ten list, but many of 
them are remarkably poorly written. I got second and third opinions from English teachers- some of the essays they 
rank quite highly are just plain bad.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Ivy League-bound for me, thanks 
to THIS BOOK!By Larry F.Wow, this book helped me SO much when I applied for college. I didn't really have a 
good idea of what great essays are until I read this book. Not only did it give step-by-step instructions of creating my 
perfect essays, it also provided a variety of sample essays on multiple subjects and of various lengths. I still remember 
reading an essay about this Princeton kid, who when he was little, used to explore the "world" as he walked along the 
creek. I shared his experience with this type of adventure and I ended up, in a way, modeling my essay on adventure 
based on it. Now, I'm studying finance at the world's #1 business school. I'm so glad I used this book to guide my 
essay-writing.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. I got into MIT, so... ?By IsaacThis book was very 
helpful in that rather than prescribing a formula to a "winning" essay, it walks you through the steps of brain storming 
that for me was a journey of self discovery. I know this sounds silly, but by following the guidelines I had a greater 
grasp of what makes me who I am in a condensed form appropriate for putting onto paper. This book helps you expose 
the person you are, not write the essay admission people want to hear. I feel that is much more important, because then 
your essays will reflect your personality, and admission officers will be able to accept you if you are a good match for 
the school. I say this as I see countless people around me hating this school, probably because they don't know what 
they want, and did not portray accurately who they are, with respect to hopes, aspirations, and passions. The point I am 
getting at, is this book helps you capture your essence and put it on paper. IT WILL NOT HELP YOU CRAFT AN 
ESSAY TO PLEASE ADMISSION OFFICERS.

The definitive guide to writing application essays, written with the help and advice of top-school admissions officers. 
Includes a step-by-step writing program plus 50 successful essays, complete with critical comments that point out their 
strengths and weaknesses. Also includes a section of 25 real essays graded and ranked by the admissions officers. The 
essays are the one part of the application totally under your control - make the most of them and increase your chances 
of getting into the school of your choice!

From the Publisher"There were tips on what schools looked for as well as actual essays from students accepted into 
their respective programs. After reading those essays and understanding what was needed to get into school, I was 
pumped!. . . It only took a few hours to kick out the initial draft. And a couple of weeks in total to complete my essays 
after I had gotten started."From the AuthorThe authors of Essays That Will Get You Into College are all part of the 
core team at www.ivyessays.com, a company that provides help, advice, and professional editing services to students 
worldwide.About the AuthorDan Kaufman and his staff of assistants produce Ivy Essays, a website focused to help 
students gain admission to college and graduate schools. Their operation is located in Boston. 


