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Anne G. Osborn, Jeff Ross, Julia Crim, Karen L. Salzman, Susan I. Blaser, Bryson D. Borg, Bronwyn E. 
Hamilton, Gregory L. Katzman, Gary M. Nesbit, James D. Eastwood : Expertddx: Brain and Spine  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Expertddx: Brain and Spine: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very usefulBy EmanueleI've used this book more than what I 
expected when I bought it. It gives a new way of searching, a new point of view that is complementary to what you 
can achieve from BRAIN of Osborn or other books. It's very useful mainly when you have little time to decide, it 
happens very often in our work.. Highly recommended!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
jvno problems...was exactly as advertised0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerThe 
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best semiotic encyclopedia I've ever seen;

Part of the EXPERTddx series, this unique print-and-electronic reference will guide radiologists toward logical, on-
target differential diagnoses based on key imaging findings and clinical information. The book presents the most 
useful differential diagnoses for each region of the brain and spine, grouped according to specific anatomic location, 
generic imaging findings, modality-specific findings, or clinically-based indication. Each differential diagnosis 
includes at least eight clear, sharp, succinctly annotated images; a list of diagnostic possibilities sorted as common, 
less common, and rare but important; and brief, bulleted text offering helpful diagnostic clues.The companion online 
Amirsys e-Book Advantage provides additional annotated images.

American Journal of Neuroradiology, 12-SEP-09 -- "In a completion of the neuroradiology EXPERT ddx set, the 
volume on brain and spine (in addition to the previously reviewed volume on head and neck), is now available. As in 
the EXPERT ddx Head and Neck, the layout and concept are exactly the same. Specifically, rather than deal with 
categories of diseases as is the common way books are written, the volume deals with the presenting appearance on 
MR imaging and CT scans and proceeds from there to show images with those findings along with bullet-point 
information (Differential Diagnosis, Essential Information). From a daily clinical radiology standpoint, this volume is 
most useful and practical. "There are 18 contributors of cases, with Drs. Osborn, Ross, and Salzman serving as the 
prime editors of the book. There are 2 parts (Part I: Skull and Brain; Part II: Spine). As appropriate to each section, the 
individual areas are divided further: 1) anatomic-based differentials, 2) generic imaging patterns, 3) clinically based 
differentials, and 4) technique-specific imaging findings. This makes sense because the radiologist can quickly look up 
what may be a question or a troubling issue when reviewing images. Under Skull and Brain, the authors divide the 
material into scalp/skull, meninges, ventricles/periventricular, extra-axial spaces/subarachnoid cisterns, brain 
parenchyma, supratentoral brain, infratentorial brain, sella/juxtasellar/pineal, arteries, and veins/venous sinuses. Under 
Spine, the authors divide the material into trans-spatial, craniovertebral junction, vertebral body and posterior 
elements, intervertebral disk and endplate, extradural, intradural, extramedullary, and intramedullary. "So how would 
you, the neuroradiologist, go about using this book? To illustrate, if you were to note disk space irregularities and 
endplate changes with a signal intensity abnormality, but the patient has no clinical sign of a diskitis-osteitis, you 
could find examples of other possibilities in the differential diagnosis with a similar pattern. Scenarios such as this 
abound throughout the book. On the other hand, when confronted with a clinical history such as macrocephaly, all of 
the possibilities, from common through rare, are listed and shown. Perhaps if you are faced with a case of parenchymal 
brain calcifications, either solitary or multiples, you can look through a library of images and differential diagnoses, 
arriving at the most likely diagnosis for the images under consideration. "This book is not meant to be read from cover 
to cover-that never was the editors' intent-nor is this work intended to impart a deep understanding of each disease. 
Rather, it is intended to assist the radiologist through myriad imaging findings, and to that end, the book succeeds to 
its fullest. The innovations that Drs. Osborn and Harnsberger have brought to medical publication are truly 
remarkable. They have broken all of the old conventions of how to construct a medical book and present information 
to a radiologist. It is no overstatement that this book (and its sister volume, Head and Neck) should find its way onto 
every shelf in a department or section library, and for the individual neuroradiologist, this book is a highly 
recommended purchase."-American Journal of Neuroradiology 


