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Lori Rifkin, Vera Obermeyer, Irene Byrne, Melinda Venable : Finding a Preschool for Your Child in San
Francisco Marin before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
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1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Adequate reference guideBy K. HatcherWe got into the SF
preschool game late and, in my desperation, | bought this book and read it cover to cover. It gives a nice summary of
each school that responded to the authors' request for information and it was one of the few resources I've found that
includes information on public preschoolsin the city. | would not recommend that parents use this as their sole guide
in finding a preschool - check out savvysource.com, ParentsPlace's " Choosing a Preschool” class or preschool
information night, or "Babies By the Bay" for more information - but it's a good starting point and | was happy to pass
my copy along to afriend. (Our preschool search had a happy ending: we applied to three schools and got offered
spotsin two - one of which was our top choice. Good luck to you, too!)3 of 3 people found the following review
helpful. Helpful starting point and reference tool - needs updatingBy CustomerA friend gave me this book, and itisa
helpful starting point to research preschoolsin San Francisco. It's helpful to be able to easily reference the school
hours, educational philosophy, whether or not children are required to be potty-trained, etc. The only problem with the
book today is the fact that it has not been updated in afew years and much of the information about the schools,
particularly the tuition (1) and contact info, is not up to date. Also, as a previous reviewer mentioned, this book does
NOT tell you how to navigate the preschool admissions process, waiting lists, etc. - which is equally important in SF
to getting your child into the right preschool! I'd recommend this book as a helpful reference tool, but if you're looking
for information on choosing and getting your child INTO preschool, you should also read "How to Choose the Best
Preschool for Your Child: The Ultimate Guide to Finding, Getting Into, and Preparing for Nursery School."5 of 6
people found the following review helpful. Good reference of preschools but not alot of guidance on processBy D.
Toussaintl grew up in aplace where you just call up the nearest preschool and say, hey my kid is 3 and you drop them
off the next day. But getting your child into preschool in San Francisco is about as competitive (and expensive!) as
getting yourself into graduate school. | bought this book for alitle wisdom and insight on the process so | wouldn't end
up having to educate her myself. It outlines all the preschools who responded to their survey on factors such as
admission palicies, parental views, costs, teaching focus, etc and provides some overall background on popular
preschool "teaching philosophies'. However, what it doesn't tell you is which schools are the most popular, which
schools are the hardest to get into unless you build alibrary or know someone famous, which schools will actually call
back when you try to get information, and which schools require avisit when child is still in womb. These are the
kinds of things that could be helpful to know. Instead, it says more reassuring things like, all kids find the right school,
don't let the process intimidate you, don't worry, blah, blah, blah. So while its agood start, | guess | was disappointed
about what it doesn't say and what | really wanted to know. In fact, | finished the book more anxious about the process
than when | started.

Finding a Preschool for Your Child in San Francisco Marin profiles preschoolsin terms of school philosophy, goals,
and curriculum, admission procedures, staff qualifications, fees, hours, extended care and vacation schedules, number
of students and more. Many schools offer scholarships, free, or low cost programs. More than 120 San Francisco
preschools and 85 Marin County preschools are profiled, including private independent schools, public preschools
(including Head Start and programs sponsored by school districts), and preschools affiliated with colleges and
universities. The authors advise parents on what to look for in a preschool and how to understand their child's needs
through discussions of early childhood development and various approaches to curriculum and activities. A discussion
of kindergarten readiness and what to ook for in a kindergarten helps parents prepare for the next step.

From the PublisherBesides profiling more than 250 preschools in San Francisco and Marin County, the authors advise
parents on what to look for in a preschool and how to understand their childs needs through discussions of early
childhood development and various approaches to curriculum and activities. A discussion of kindergarten readiness
and what to look for in an elementary school helps prepare parents for the next step.From the AuthorPreschool isan
important first school experience for children. It lays the foundation for later growth and development in al areas.With
hundreds of options to choose from, it is helpful for parents to learn about different educational approaches and how to
evaluate what preschools would be a good match for their child and family.About the AuthorAuthor Lori Rifkin, M.S.
Ed., Ph.D., formerly an early childhood educator, has a private practice in San Francisco and Marin asaclinical
psychologist and educational consultant. Author Vera Obermeyer, M.A. in Education/Counseling, Ph.D., isan
educational psychologist and educational consultant with a private practice in San Francisco. Author Irene Byrne,
M.A., isthe director of the Phoebe Hearst Preschool in San Francisco and an adjunct faculty member in the Child and
Family Studies Department at Napa Valley Community College. Author and local marketing professional Melinda
Venableis a parent who recently completed the arduous process of researching, applying to, and choosing a preschool
for her twin daughters.



