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Herbert Weir Smyth : Greek Grammar [Revised Edition] before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Greek Grammar [Revised Edition]:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Eliezer Ben-yehudaExcellent as described.| strongly
recommended this seller.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Fernando Collor de
MellowWhen Smyth went electric | lost all respect for him.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Content
good, but print istoo small for diacriticals.By Joseph Sheadl got the Harvard University Press hardback, 1984


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1614275238

printing. After going through part I, | finally made the painful decision to put this book to rest. The problem is that the
Greek minuscule script uses diacritical marks, many of which can't be ignored; for instance, the mark for the H or no-
H. Since they put a mark there even for the no-H (spiritus lenis), one hasto discern whether the mark opensto the
right or the left. So, | had to use a powerful magnifying glass to tell. Under magnification, | could see the boundaries
of the mark clearly, and what | discovered was that more than half the time, the shape of the mark was sloppy. It
appeared to be 'smudged' (printed with too much ink). Until then, | had thought it was just my tired old programmer's
eyes.Greek also typically has more than one diacritical mark over asingleletter. Thisdiacritical clutter made it
difficult to clearly see which marks were there.l was able to compare this Harvard printing with a 1920 printing by the
American Book Co. (A Greek Grammar for Colleges.) This printing is much clearer, less smudged, lessink, but in the
end, it too had its limits when checked under magnification.So, | got Mastronarde's Introduction to Attic Greek. In that
book, | can at least clearly see the diacriticals. The problem with Smyth is that Harvard acquired the plates for the
book, and then took a short-cut, by just using them (more or less) directly for printing. At least, that way they wouldn't
introduce new typos, especialy in the Greek text. The only way to solve this problem is to re-cast the entire book with
their publishing software so that they can control the size and type of Greek fonts used. It would be alot of work, but
if they worked together with some Greek professors, they might actually be able to work the project into a re-casting
of the text itself, producing a new, up-to-date grammar that has the comprehensiveness of Smyth's book. For instance,
they could re-structure the whole thing around Attic Greek, making as little mention as possible of the other dialects,
and then at the end, make separate sections for each of the other dialects, detailing as Smyth would, just how they
differ from Attic.Sorry for the bad news, but there are other people in my situation who would need to know
this.Joseph Shead

2013 Reprint of 1956 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition
Software. Revised Edition edited by Gordon M. Messing. Smyth's "Greek Grammar" is an essential reference
grammar for intermediate and advanced learners. First published in 1920, it has been the default source of reference
and citation ever since. Herbert Weir Smyth (1857-1937) was an American classical scholar. His comprehensive
grammar of ancient Greek has become a standard reference on the subject in English, comparable to William Watson
Goodwin's, whom he succeeded as Eliott Professor of Greek Literature at Harvard University.



