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Anthony Ashton : Harmonograph: A Visual Guide to the Mathematics of Music (Wooden Books)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Harmonograph: A Visual 
Guide to the Mathematics of Music (Wooden Books): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating little book!By lecpoGave this book as a Christmas gift to 
my son, and he likes it very much. Recommend this book to musicians and/or advanced music students. Fascinating!0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. 19th Century Music TheoryBy AnimaSanaInCorporeSanoAn 
interesting read about music theory as understood a long time ago. A harmonograph is a mechanical contraption to 
produce lissajous figures with pen and paper.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Nice bookBy Andrew 
RyderVery cool stuff. Kind of like a spirograph for music. If you're into both math and music you'll find this 
interesting. I'm really tempted to actually build a harmonograph from the designs in the back of the book.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802714099


During the nineteenth century, a remarkable scientific instrument known as a harmonograph revealed the beautiful 
patterns found in music. Harmonograph is an introduction to the evolution of simple harmonic theory, from the 
discoveries of Pythagoras to diatonic tuning and equal temperament. Beautiful drawings show the octave as triangle, 
the fifth as pentagram; diagrams show the principles of harmonics, overtones, and the monochord. Anthony Ashton 
examines the phenomenon of resonance in Chladni patterns, describes how to build a harmonograph of your own, and 
provides tables of world tuning systems. This inspiring book will appeal to musicians, mathematicians, designers, and 
artists alike.

About the AuthorAnthony Ashton is an economist and journalist. 


