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Kathleen A Fairman : Health Care Research Done Right: A Journal Editor Shares Practical Tips and 
Techniques for High Quality and Efficiency  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Health Care Research Done Right: A Journal Editor Shares Practical Tips and Techniques for 
High Quality and Efficiency: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Useful Tool in the Toolkit for Health Care Researchers, Educators 
and Peer ReviewersBy Fred CurtissThe author has made Health Care Research Done Right useful and enjoyable for 
the reader. The abundant use of practical examples sets this book apart. Threats to validity from selection effects prior 
to randomization are brought to life by review of the JUPITER trial for rosuvastatin, and the MEDAL trial for 
etoricoxib makes the point well regarding the threat to validity introduced by randomization to inherently biased 
groups. The discussions are excellent regarding the tradeoffs of internal and external validity in study methods and the 
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common errors in attribution of causation from association, including review of the ACCORD study and highly 
relevant examples from the disease management and medication adherence literature. I found particularly important 
the inescapable takeaway message of the need for critical appraisal of commonly cited research, including the errors 
that can occur from relying upon article abstracts or the interpretations of others - Fairman describes 12 published 
articles that include erroneous interpretations of the findings of the often-cited New Hampshire prescription cap study. 
The point that residual confounding is nearly impossible to overcome in observational research is made convincingly 
in Chapter 6, again with many examples, with the fitting title that leads with "Multivariate, not Magical..." This book 
makes the path more clear for achieving excellence in conducting and reporting research and provides perspective and 
examples on the effective use of peer review to improve accuracy and credibility. This book is a valuable tool for 
teaching aspiring researchers and writers and should be part of the toolkit of every editor and peer reviewer.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Pharmacy Resident Research TrainingBy Pat GleasonWorking with health 
care data is made easier with the practical and essential recommendations made by Kathleen Fairman. The book is a 
"how to" for health services researchers who frequently have to use real world data such as electronic medical records 
(EMRs) and administrative claims from health plans and pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs). The author provides 
insight with examples from her first hand experiences as a researcher and an Associate Editor.I train pharmacy 
practice residents in health services research using real world data. I have finally found a book that covers the 
essentials, is an enjoyable read, and the real world vignettes provide excellent discussion topics for educating 
beginning researchers. Health Care Research Done Right is now required reading for the resident. We discuss a 
chapter a week, allowing us to finish the book in the first quarter and priming the pump to complete a high quality 
residency research project Right.The quality assurance and record keeping recommendations made in Chapter 2 are 
changes that I will personally be implementing.I encourage Residency directors, who require a Residency research 
project, to utilize this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Research Methods for Dummies!By Dan 
AllenScientific analyses, especially in issues related to health care are incredibly important during this tumultuous 
period of changes to the very structure of the provision of medical care. Yet, doing good, reliable research is VERY 
hard. And knowing what is good and what is trash is a key skill for anyone trying to make sense of the deluge of 
information that cascades from publications on a monthly basis. Towards these ends, "Health Care Research Done 
Right" is a valuable tool in this endeavor. Kathleen Fairman has pulled together her years of practical experience as an 
assistant editor of the "Journal of Managed Care Pharmacy" to provide a practical how-to guide to conducting practical 
research in healthcare research. Ms. Fairman pulls together practical examples of the damage that poorly done research 
can cause, then provides a pathway to avoiding common errors and producing quality evidence and a quality 
monograph for publication. I highly recommend this book to anyone interested in conducting research and writing, or 
even in reading research and trying to pick out the wheat from the chaff.
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