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Papinot : Historical and Geographical Dictionary of Japan (English and Japanese Edition)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Historical and Geographical Dictionary of 
Japan (English and Japanese Edition): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Japanese historical dictionary: critical, classic research toolBy 
Merrily BairdThe "Historical and Geographic Dictionary of Japan" by E. Papinot was originally published in 1910 
when the Emperor Meiji ruled, a united Korea was part of Japan, and the regnal era name Showa referred to a 14th 
century emperor rather than the 20th century Emperor Hirohito. The book is thus outdated in that it does not include 
recent information, but it nonetheless remains a resource of great merit, one that contributed significantly to my 
research for "Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and Design."The heart of the book is its alphabetized 765 
pages of dictionary definitions of people, places, ceremonials, and bureaucratic matters. Japanese ideographs appear 
solely in these pages to render the name of the entry, but the book does assume that its user is searching against a 
romanized Japanese term. For example, page 560 has an entry for "Shaku-i shi-ju-hachi kai" which means the 48 ranks 
of nobles and officials system established in 685, but it provides no way of locating this material should the user be 
familiar only with an English-language descriptor. In addition to these A-to-Z entries, Papinot has included numerous 
appendices. Among these are identifications of important foreigners; tables of classical province, department and 
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district names; mythological times; and chronological tables of the emperors, military shoguns, and "nengo" (regnal 
era years).3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent and unequalledBy Bryan MacKinnonThis book 
is excellent and unequalled. Though written one hundred years ago and re-released in the 1970's and 1980's by Tuttle, 
it is the best historical reference for Japan up to the 20th century that I've seen. I bought my copy 20 years ago and 
have lived in Japan for 12 years and still often reference it.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Papinot...By Dean H YamadaThis book arrived quickly, and was in very good shape. It was very much better than I 
expected from my seller. This is a comprehensive pocket reference for historical and geographical events, people, 
places, and things...
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