(Read free ebook) Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature and Theater (Historical Dictionaries
of Literature and the Arts)

Historical Dictionary of Asan American Literature and Theater
(Historical Dictionariesof Literature and the Arts)

Wenying Xu
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

HISTORIGAL DICTIONARY of

ASIAN AMERICAN
LITERATURE AND
THEATER

WENYING XU

& Donwload & Read Online

#5288908 in Books Scarecrow Press 2012-04-120rigina language:EnglishPDF # 1 9.38 x 1.22 x 6.31l, 1.70
#File Name: 0810855771410 pages | File size: 15.Mb

Wenying Xu : Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literatureand Theater (Historical Dictionaries of
Literature and the Arts) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature and Theater (Historical Dictionaries of Literature and the
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Arts):

Asian American literature is one of the most recent forms of ethnic literature and is already becoming one of the most
prominent, given the large number of writers, the growing ethnic population from the region, the general receptivity of
this body of work, and the quality of the authors. In recent decades, there has been an exponential growth in their
output and much Asian American literature has now achieved new levels of popular success and critical acclaim.
Nurtured by rich and long literary traditions from the vast continent of Asia, this literature is poised between the
ancient and the modern, between the East and West, and between the oral and the written.The Historical Dictionary of
Asian American Literature and Theater covers the activitiesin this burgeoning field. First, its history is traced year by
year from 1887 to the present, in a chronology, and the introduction provides a good overview. The most important
section is the dictionary, with over 600 substantial and cross-referenced entries on authors, books, and genres as well
as more general ones describing the historical background, cultural features, techniques and major theatres and clubs.
More reading can be found through an extensive bibliography with general works and those on specific authors. The
book is thus a good place to get started, or to expanded ones horizons, about a branch of American literature that can
only grow in importance.

The Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature and Theater is a concise, wide-ranging introduction to a
diverse subject area. The work includes more than 600 entries, covering authors, theater groups, genres, major works,
terms, subgroups, and historical events. The volumes impressive coverage of Asian American theater groups and
emerging authors of Afghan, Cambodian, Hmong, and L aotian descent setsit apart from earlier reference works on
Asian American literature. Despite itsimpressive scope, author Xu notes in the introduction that the volume does not
include authors of western Asian or Middle Eastern ancestry. The work is easy to navigate, with many cross-
referencesnames of biographees with their own entries are in boldface type in other entries, making it easy for the
reader to note related entries and flip back and forth. A lengthy bibliography at the end of the work provides users with
a comprehensive introduction to Asian American literature anthologies as well as literary criticism for more than 60 of
the authors covered in the book. This source differs from other recent reference worksin Asian American literature,
such as Facts On Files one-volume Encyclopedia of Asian-American Literature (2007) and Greenwoods three-volume
Asian American Literature (2009), in itsinclusion of Asian American theater and theater groups and in its coverage of
Southeast Asian American writers, such as Bryan Thao Worraand Dia Cha (not included in the earlier
encyclopedias)....Thiswork is a far-reaching, reasonably priced introduction to the growing field of Asian American
literature. (Booklist)Xu (Eating ldentities) gathers information on the literary figures, characters, works, terms,
movements, and groups that have shaped Asianincluding South and Southeast Asianliterature and theater. The 600
alphabetized entries are approximately a paragraph in length each, offer abrief biography or overview of significance,
and also include contemporary figures. A fabulous resource for students; veteran researchers will find the 84-page
bibliography, judiciously organized by source and theme, a useful springboard to further reading. VERDICT An
important addition. (Library Journal) The growing presence of and scholarly attention to Asian American literature,
including the emergence of Asian American theater in the last few decades, means that this field has come along way
since the publication of the first Asian American autobiography in English--Y an Phou Lee's When | WasaBoy in
China (1887). The significant contributions and progress made by Asian American authors since that time are truly
remarkable in terms of diversity, popularity, and richness of content. This source book offers a chronology that spans
125 years, an excellent introductory essay on major Asian American subgroups, adictionary, and an extensive
bibliography. The majority of the 640-plus entries concern writers of various genres; other entries discuss relevant
terms, significant events, and special topics. The entries are alphabetically arranged and cross-referenced. Standard
biographical information is provided for each author with dates and titles of their works. The useful overall
bibliography, covering nearly 1,200 citations, includes anthologies, interpretation and criticism, selective
bibliographies of 67 writers, sourcebooks, and websites. Thisis awell-researched, comprehensive, and up-to-date
reference book and a welcome addition to the literature. Summing Up: Recommended. (CHOICE)This volume
includes essays and reviews submitted by several contributors. It begins with chapters on Chinese opera and cinema,
Taiwanese documentary, action cinema of Hong Kong, and profiles of action heroes and female stars. The remainder
of the volume is arranged by genre (e.g., drama, kung fu, art cinema and independent films, comedies and musicals,
documentaries). Within each chapter are a descriptive essay of the genre, and major representative films, along with
information about the film's personnel, a synopsis, and a critique. The book includes alist of recommended reading, a
list of online resources, notes on the contributors, and a filmography. Several photographs, both color and black and
white, adorn this introductory reference book of selected movies made in China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. (American
Reference Books Annual)About the AuthorWenying Xu is professor of English and associate dean of the College of
Arts Letters at Florida Atlantic University. Herself awriter of short fiction, she has a so authored two books, one of



which is Ethics and Aestheticsin Asian American Literature. She has also written essays for learned journals and
anthologies. From 2009 to 2012 she served as president of the Society for the Study of Multi-Ethnic Literature of the
United States (MELUS).



