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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent sailboat reference book.By CustomerThis book 
provided sound sailboat philosophy. All boats are a compromise for the intended use and expected conditions. Mr. 
Gustafson did a fine job of helping the prospective buyer weigh the various options while at the same time yielding 
insight to general sailboat design principles.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. solid practical adviceBy 
jason MacLurgSolid practical advice for one's first (or 2nd) sailboat. If you're on your 3rd sailboat, you probably 
already know this stuff.Although the book is becoming dated, a well built sailboat that has been well cared for will 
stand the test of time, ( this book will help you quickly spot just such a boat). I bought my first copy 15 years ago and 
it helped me get a great boat. Lent it to a friend who used it to great boat for a good price, (and he kept the book). I got 
another copy for my son who is now looking for his first good 'ole boat. too10 of 10 people found the following 
review helpful. Good PrimerBy M. MitchellClearly considers a broad selection of information for one to consider in 
purchasing a sailboat. Including your personal values and anticipated use, construction,performance,self-survey, 
equipment and more. Spends to much time talking about outdated rigs (schooners,cats), hull materials (ferrocement, 
wood). Overall Good value for the price of the book. Would I buy again. Yes.

The leading guide to the maze of boats, builders, and brokers that confronts every prospective sailboat buyer. This 
comprehensive manual covers every aspect of the boat-buying process, from material, design, negotiations, moorage, 
and insurance to the advantages and disadvantages of various rigging plans, hull designs, and other equipment. 85 
photographs; 29 illustrations.

From Library JournalGustafson, who teaches a course on purchasing sailboats at the University of Washington, offers 
this matter-of-fact, no-nonsense update on the subject's intricacies. Without excessive detail, he deals with myriad 
aspects from keel and stern shapes to cabin layout, wiring, engines, and rigging. Readers will appreciate his realistic 
acceptance of what is likely to be available, since too many authors recommend types of boats that are no longer 
around, e.g., long keels with attached rudders. Gustafson avoids recommending any specific builder. His book will 
keep the prospective buyer on an even course--not dazzled by the smell of new fiberglass or the color of the bunk 
cushions. (Illustrations not seen). Recommended.- Robert E. Greenfield, formerly with Baltimore Cty. P.L.Copyright 
1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


