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43 of 43 people found the following review helpful. The worst of the five I gotBy Emily SegallI'll be taking my 
GMAT in a month and decided to buy a few study guides to raise my score. It's difficult to attribute which book works 
the best, but so far this one seem the most useless although it does have some merit. As other readers suggested, the 
problems are either very easy or hard. The math is simplistic and the reading comprehension passages are over a page 
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long. The format is outdated and doesn't consider the new CAT format or e-grader. Some of the questions have no 
answer because they misprinted the question. This is frustrating, but at the very least it is practice, which never hurts. 
In the end I'm glad I have this, but if you're looking to only get a few books, I suggest the ETS's book (a MUST!) and 
Powerprep software (highly recommended). These don't give you any hints, but they are the real deal and I've heard 
that these practice questions are still in use. Arco, Kaplan and Princeton Review are nice for tips, but they make up the 
questions themselves and have no way of determining their validity by ETS standards. Still, get at least one of the two, 
preferably both, and with the CD. The difference between Kaplan and PR is that Kaplan is more methodical and PR is 
more short-cut focused. Choose one based on which works best for you. I don't know what to say about Arco, but I'm 
here buying it now because I want more practice questions, even if they aren't official. I'm also getting the PR Verbal 
Workout and GMAT for Dummies because I heard these are both great references for the verbal section (in which I 
need the most help).Some advice if you do decide to buy this: don't buy this with the CD attached. The practice 
problems and text are EXACTLY the same as in the book with no additional information.Some more advice: if you 
are taking the GMAT, practice on something....anything, perferably on the computer. This has helped me 
tremendously and even though I'm spending upwards of $150-200 on all these books, it's worth it to not have to take 
the $165 test again because I didn't have the stamina to finish the test or the practice. Just keep in mind that the 
questions are not hard. They're tricky. The tricks are easier to spot when you've been practicing. I wish I considered 
that when I took my SAT!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not such a good oneBy Yusuf ErtasMath 
problems are all right but I think the balance is lost, because the questions are either very hard or very easy.There are 
some flaws in data sufficiency questions. The math part of the book does not resemble in any way the ETS 
questions.Sentence correction provides good exercise if you are a nonnative speaker.The most disappointing part of 
the book is the reading comp. passages.They are extremely long in some cases and the questions seem to be prepared 
without attention and with haste.I had one test completely correct and had 7 wrong answers in the next one both in the 
same sample exam.Most of the time, the author wants you to consider only a single fact in the passage while 
answering the question.Critical reasoning questions are awful because the author has put his own judgement into the 
questions.Especially, some of the questions look like as if one needs some set of knowledge outside the passage to 
answer the questions.(esp. those related with business,economics).Some of the answers are "wrong" in my opinion, 
because the author cannot make his point decently.This book is NOT essential,Kaplan provides better questions at the 
same level of difficulty and their questions have nearly the same form as real GMAT questions.But if you really need 
any exercise it may be worth to get Barron's.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. There is better prep 
material out thereBy Stephanie ManleyThis book the typical job of explaning the test, and what is going to be tested, 
and will review you over the basic types of quesitons that the test has. Then the book gives you a pretest to let you 
know where you stand, and then it begins to give you some review sections.The review sections are pretty good, but 
they are not helpful if you are someone that needs to brush up on a subject. In fact, they do tell you they are no 
substitute to real knowledge. So you might want to keep that in mind.The next sections of the book are a series of 
practice tests that are good exercises to go through, but some people claim some of the answers are wrong, and I did 
find a few typos in the book. So it is a little frustrating to work through.The computer software disk, is worthless. 
Other books such as the Princeston review's disk has LOTS of questions. This book computerized the first exam in the 
book only. Not exactly helpful, not adaptive, so don't look for a lot of help.Now this book might be good if you just 
want to sit down and do problems similar to the ones on the exam. If you are looking for a reach coach, or anything 
that is adaptive, this book isn't much help. Personally, I wouldn't purchase the book, but if someone had a copy laying 
around, I'd pick it up.

Barron's new GMAT manual explains the new computer-adaptive test format in detail and the accompanying software 
offers practice tests that utilize a scoring algorithm similar to that of the actual GMAT. Topics covered include essay-
writing, critical reasoning, reading comprehension, sentence correction, problem solving, data sufficiency, and more. 
book with CD-ROM.


