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William M. Voelkle, Susan L'Engle: Illuminated Manuscripts: Treasures of the Pierpont Morgan Library New
York (Tiny Folio) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Illuminated Manusccipts: Treasures of the Pierpont Morgan Library
New..By Jutta KoepkeThe book is much to small. Y ou only can view the reproductions with a magnifying glas. The
selection of titlesiswell done.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Little, but usefulBy AnnaK.
BjugstadThis book is smaller than | realized when | purchased it, so the pictures inside sometimes need a magnifier;
however, there are alot of great images!O of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great selection, but not-so-
great reproductionsBy Terry94705This "tiny folio" isvery useful if you think of it asathumbnail guide to the
collection at the Pierpoint Morgan library. The range of subject matter is quite educational, and they do give afew
detailsfor eachillustration (size, place of origin). If the reproductions had been better it would be a collectible book in
and of itself, but the book was printed in 1998 and alot of refinements in printing technology have come since then.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0789202166

Most illustrations are serviceable, but severa are blurry and a couple are pixilated. (Y es, they are small, but a
magnifying glass will only magnify the halftone dots; you won't see more detail.) But if you can find a used copy
cheaply you shouldn't have any regrets.

Glorious works of art aswell as documents of bygone eras, painted an illuminated manuscripts supply perhaps the
greatest and by far the best-preserved evidence of daily life during the Middle Ages and Renaissance. This Tiny Folio
draws on one of the greatest collectionsin the world to illustrate the angels, demons, and everyday denizens of the
medieval world.

.com Thislittle treasure is one of a score of pocket-size tomesin the "Tiny Folio" series, which offers mini coursesin
art history based on the collections of the world's great museums. The nearly 300 pages, just four by four-and-a-half
inches, hold almost that many full-color illustrations of the jewel-like illuminations that adorn Medieval manuscripts.
This handy book is the perfect purse or pocket-stuffer, guaranteed to transport the reader to a paradise of unicorns and
crimson-clad maidens, jousting knights, lute music, and gold-framed bestiaries. There are also the mouths of hell,
Satan and the damned, and a hirsute "wild woman" rescuing a child from a curiously lamb-like dragon. All inall, it'sa
mesmerizing trip through five chapters: Biblical Scenes; Saints, Rites, and Rituals, Royalty, Pastimes, and Professions,
Floraand Fauna; and The Supernatural, with a short essay to introduce each one. Thisis agreat book to give as a gift
or use as avisitor's guide to the Morgan Library, as the editors have provided thorough captions, an index to the
illustrations, and a short but carefully chosen bibliography (which includes Roger S. Wieck's Painted Prayers: The
Book of Hoursin Medieval and Renaissance Art, alarger look, so to speak, at one particularly beautiful type of
illuminated work in the Morgan Library's collection). Be warned that some readers may need to take a magnifier to
these minuscule, detailed pages, which teem with brilliant colors, vividly drawn decorations, and scenes that range
from the bizarrely imaginative to the pastoral and serene. --Peggy MoormanAbout the Author Charles E. Pierce, Jr., is
former director of the Pierpont Morgan Library. William M. Voelkle isthe Library's Curator of Medieval and

Renai ssance Manuscripts. Susan Lengleis acuratorial assistant.



